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Mission Statement
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Disclaimer:  The publication of S.E. Thurston Re-
gional Fire Authority contains opinions, interpreta-
tions, assumptions and predictions of various au-
thors. The management and WMS do not make 
warranties with respect to accuracy, reliability or 
completeness of the information in this publica-
tion. Its purpose is to enhance awareness of the fire 
district and disseminate information that is of vital 
concern to the public. Comments from the public 
are encouraged and should be sent to: Fire Chief 
Rita Hutcheson • PO Box 777 • Yelm, WA 98597  
(360) 458-2799.
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S.E. Thurston
Regional Fire Authority 
Fire Stations Designated 
Safe Place for Newborns

S .E. Thurston Regional Fire Authority fire stations, which are staffed 24 hours a 
day/seven days a week with qualified personnel, have a “Safe Place for New-
born” sign posted in a visible area on the outside of the fire station. Our staffed 

stations are located at 709 Mill Road SE in Yelm and at 12506 133rd SE in Rainier.
 Under the Safety of Newborn Children’s Law, a parent can leave a baby up to 
72 hours old with a qualified person at a hospital emergency room or a staffed fire 

station. It offers parents a safe place to leave 
a newborn infant, confidentially and without 
fear of punishment. The parent can remain 
anonymous and will not be prosecuted. The 
baby goes into foster care, with adoption as a 
goal. The mother and child will receive medi-
cal care if needed and provided with a list of re-
sources, information on legal rights, a medical  
history form and a page for the parent to write 
a message to the baby. 
 In 2009 an amendment to the law was 
passed that helps to identify all facilities au-
thorized to accept a relinquished baby. This 
legislation expanded locations to include rural 

health care facilities as legal drop off points and specified signage to be placed 
on all facilities accepting relinquished babies. As there were no funds to pay for 
all the signage, the Washington State Fire Chiefs and Safe Place for Newborns 
were able to provide the funds to purchase the signs through a grant from the 
Muckleshoot Charitable Fund. 
 S.E. Thurston Regional Fire Authority wants anyone who might even con-
sider abandoning an infant to know their local fire department has a ‘Safe Place’ 
to ensure the infant’s health and safety. 

Help Us Find You!
High Visibility  
Address Signs for Sale

Call (360) 458-2799
• 3” white reflective letters on reflective blue 
 background. Sign only: $16.00, Metal post: $3.00

• Visible up to 300 feet – Day or Night!

Make Great 
Holiday Gifts!
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E very year, your firefighters respond to emergency calls 
for children that have accidentally ingested prescription 
medications.  According to the Centers for Disease Con-

trol, 95 percent of unintentional and undetermined poisoning 
deaths in the U.S. in 2004 were caused by legal drugs. This is a 
concern for our children, seniors and pets. Thirty-two percent 
of poisoning deaths in Washington children were caused by 
someone else’s prescription medication and 26 percent were 
caused by over-the-counter medications.—Washington State 
Childhood Injury Report, 2004.  Teens use medicines to get 
high second only to marijuana, and they start as early as 12 
years old. 
 On September 29, 2010, the U.S. Congress unanimously 
passed a bill that helps Washington’s communities by remov-
ing any barriers to creating a statewide program to safely return 
and dispose of leftover medications. To learn more about efforts 
to create an ongoing statewide take-back program, visit: www.
TakeBackYourMeds.org.

 The following locations offer free, safe and secure drop-off 
boxes for unused medications:
• Thurston County Sheriff’s Office, 2000 Lakeridge Drive S.W. in 

Olympia, 24 hours a day/7 days a week – outside Building #3.
• Tumwater Police Department at City Hall, 555 Israel Road in 

Tumwater; 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
• Lacey Police Department, 420 College Street S.E. in Lacey.
 24 hours a day/7 days a week
• Tenino Police Department, 358 McClellan Street S. in Tenino.
 Monday-Friday 7:30am-4pm
• Group Health Cooperative, 700 Lilly Road in Olympia. 
 8 a.m.-11 p.m., Monday-Friday 
 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Weekends & holidays
 (Unlike law enforcement offices, Group Health cannot accept 

narcotics like Oxycontin or Vicodin).
 A collection box is coming soon to Yelm. Updates and lo-
cations for other counties are available at www.TakeBackYour-
Meds.org. 

Prescrip
tion
Medication Disposal

Make Great 
Holiday Gifts!

Alternative heating devices used incorrectly create fire haz-
ards. Damaged or downed utility lines can present a fire 
and life safety hazard. Water damaged appliances and utili-

ties can be electrically charged. Frozen water pipes can burst 
and cause safety hazards. Leaking gas lines, damaged or leak-
ing gas propane containers and leaking vehicle gas tanks may 
explode or ignite. Generators are often used during power out-
ages. Generators that are not properly used and maintained can 
be hazardous.

Electrical Safety
 If your home has sustained flood or water damage, and you 
can safely get to the main breaker or fuse box, turn off the power. 
Assume all wires on the ground are electrically charged. This 
includes cable TV feeds. Look for and replace frayed or cracked 
extension and appliance cords, loose prongs, and plugs. Exposed 
outlets and wiring could present a fire and life safety hazard. Ap-
pliances that emit smoke or sparks should be repaired or replaced. 
Have a licensed electrician check your home for damage.

Gas Safety
 Smell and listen for leaky gas connections. If you believe 
there is a gas leak, immediately leave the house and leave the 
door(s) open.  Never strike a match. Any size flame can spark an 
explosion. Before turning the gas back on, have the gas system 
checked by a professional.

Generator Safety
 Follow the manufacturer’s instructions and guidelines when 
using generators. Use a generator or other fuel powered ma-
chines outside the home. Carbon monoxide fumes are odorless 
and can quickly overwhelm you indoors.
 Use the appropriate sized and type power cords to carry the 
electric load. Overloaded cords can overheat and cause fires.  Never 
run cords under rugs or carpets where heat might build up or dam-
age to a cord may go unnoticed. Never connect generators to another 
power source such as power lines. The reverse flow of electricity or 
“back feed” can electrocute an unsuspecting utility worker. 

Hazards Present During  
and After a Winter Storm

Fire Related
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T he Rainier Fire Auxiliary is kicking off its annual Holiday 
Gift and Food Drive for needy families in the communities 
of Yelm and Rainier. 

 We need your help in making the holidays brighter for these 
deserving families. All gift donations, large and small, put some 
cheer into the holidays for a child who may otherwise not have 
received any gift at all. The items are often given to families 
who cannot afford to buy presents, so that the children can open 
a gift that’s given to them by a loved one, not a charity. All food 
donations help put food on the table for these same families dur-

ing the holiday season. 
  You can help by do-
nating gifts for boys and 
girls of all ages and any 
canned foods or non-
perishable items. Dona-
tions may be dropped 
off at either the Rainier 
Fire Station at 12506 
133rd Ave SE, Rainier 
or the Yelm Fire Sta-
tion at 709 Mill Rd SE, 
Yelm. 
  Monetary donations 
are always accepted and 

may be made to the Rainier Fire Auxiliary and mailed to, P.O. 
Box 777, Yelm WA 98597. You donation is tax deductible and 
will help local families. 
 Volunteers are also needed to help pick up, sort, and inspect 
all donated gifts and food items. If you can help, please call 
Chief Rita Hutcheson at (360) 448-2799. 

Holiday
Gift & Food Drive

Outdoor burning of 
vegetation is al-
lowed in limited 

areas of unincorporated 
Thurston County from 
October 16 through July 
14, depending on the lo-
cation of the property 
and outdoor air quality. If 
your property is located 
in an area where burning 
is allowed, you must get a 
burn permit for any non-
recreational fire, regard-
less of the size. It is ille-
gal to burn anything in a 
burn barrel in Washington 
State.
 Permits are available only online at www.sethurstonfire.org 
or at www.orcaa.org. For more information, call (360) 458-2799 
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our Head-
quarters Station is located at 709 Mill Rd. in Yelm.
 Once you have a permit, only natural vegetation grown on 
a legally permitted site may be burned. It is illegal to burn any 
other materials, including: garbage, dead animals, asphalt, pe-
troleum products, paints, rubber products, plastics, paper (other 
than those necessary to start the fire), cardboard, treated wood, 
construction/demolition debris, metal, any other substance (oth-
er than natural vegetation) that releases toxic emissions, dense 
smoke or obnoxious odors when burned. For more information 
visit the following website: www.orcaa.org 

Outdoor
Burning




