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Mission Statement
S.E. Thurston Fire & EMS will provide 
professional, caring volunteer and 
full time responders to all manner of 
emergencies. We will strive to effectively 
utilize all available resources as provided 
by our community. We will train our 
responders to safely meet increasing call 
volumes and to fulfill the public need 
for education and prevention. We will 
respond with compassion and integrity, 
with respect and support for citizens in 
their time of need.
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T he City of Yelm and the Rainier and Yelm fire districts (S.E. Thurston Fire 
and EMS) will be voting in August on whether or not to form a Regional 
Fire Authority. The Regional Fire Authority (RFA) is an answer to rapid 

growth and limited budgets.
 Listed below are a few points on what an RFA will do:

• Merge administrative operations 
 to provide one customer 
 service/administrative office.
• Provide one fire chief for the 
 entire RFA.
• Consolidate payroll and accounting.

Limited Budget:
 Property taxes make up more than 90 percent of the fire districts revenue. The 
annual increase in property taxes is capped at 1 percent unless voters tax themselves. 
Costs for running the fire districts are increasing at a much higher rate. Last year, 
operating costs for your fire service raised approximately 8-10 percent; included in 
that cost are labor, insurance, fuel, health benefits and training.

Training:
 All firefighters, paid or volunteer, must meet the same rigorous standards. 
Because meeting the standards means time, it becomes more and more difficult for 
the volunteers to keep up. Some departments have had to hire more paid firefighters 
just to meet the state training standards.

City Growth:
 The population in Yelm is growing as people move from heavily populated areas 
to a more rural atmosphere. This growth directly impacts how your fire department 
operates. Calls for service go up; budget costs go up. Calls for service from January 
to April numbered 882 in 2008 and 899 during the same period in 2009.
 

 If you have questions, take the time to get the answers so your important 
decision can be an informed one. 

Form a Fire AuthorityWhat Does It Mean to 

• Combine all administrative and 
 training procedures.
• Allow everyone in the City of Yelm 
 and the two fire districts to become 
 and/or vote for RFA board members.

Help Us Find You!

High Visibility Address 
Signs for Sale

Call (360) 458-2799
•	 3”	white	reflective	letters	on	reflective	green	
 background. Sign only: $16.00, Metal post: $3.00

• Visible up to 300 feet – Day or Night!



Form a Fire Authority
General Tips:
• Learn to swim. The best thing anyone can do to stay safe in 

and around the water is learn to swim. Always swim with 
a buddy; never swim alone. The American Red Cross has 
swimming courses for people of any age and swimming 
ability. To enroll in a swim course, contact your local Red 
Cross chapter.

• Watch out for the dangerous “too’s” – too tired, too cold, too 
far from safety, too much sun, too much strenuous activity. 

• Be knowledgeable of the water environment you are in 
and its potential hazards, such as deep and shallow areas, 
currents, depth changes, obstructions and where the entry 
and exit points are located. The more informed you are, the 
more aware you will be of hazards and safe practices. 

• Pay attention to local weather conditions and forecasts. Stop 
swimming at the first indication of bad weather.

• Do not mix alcohol with swimming, diving or boating. 
Alcohol impairs your judgment, balance, and coordination, 
affects your swimming and diving skills, and reduces your 
body’s ability to stay warm. 

Tubing and Rafting
• Always wear a coast guard-approved life jacket. 

• Do not overload the raft. 

• Do not go rafting after a heavy rain. 

• When rafting with a tour company, make sure the guides are 
qualified. Check with the local chamber of commerce for 
listings of accredited tour guides and companies. 

• Know local weather conditions. Make sure the water 
and weather conditions are safe. Because water conducts 
electricity, it is wise to stop swimming, boating, or any 
activities on the water as soon as you see or hear a storm. 
Also, heavy rains and snowmelt in the mountains can make 
our rivers very dangerous. 
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On the Water
Safety

Make Sure Your Bike is Safe
1. The pedals, seat and handlebars let you control your bike. 

Make sure they are firmly attached.
2. Make sure tires are in good condition and are  

properly inflated.
3. Inspect the braking system to ensure it will function 

adequately when needed.

Obey	Traffic	Laws
 Traffic law violations cause the majority of bicycle/
motor vehicle collisions. By following traffic laws, cyclists 
are predictable to other drivers.

1. Ride in the directions of traffic.
2. Obey traffic signs and signals.
3. Yield when entering a roadway.
4. Signal before turning or changing lanes.
5. Pass on the left.
6. Use proper lighting at night.

Wear a Helmet
 Head injuries cause the majority of bicycle motor-vehicle 
collision deaths. Helmets can help reduce the frequency 
and severity of head injuries. Helmets can only do their job, 
however, if properly fitted and adjusted.

 Always wear the helmet 
level on your head. The side 
buckles should be situated just 
below your earlobes. The chin 
strap should be adjusted to fit 
snugly when the chin buckle is 
closed. Try to push your helmet 
off to the front and then the 
sides. If the helmet is not snug, 
it will not do its job in a crash 
and must be adjusted.
 Bicycle helmets are designed 
to withstand one crash only. 

Structural damage is not always visible, so never use a crashed 
or secondhand helmet. Store our helmet away from sunlight, 
as ultraviolet light can damage it. 

Reprinted with permission from the Washington Traffic Safety Commission

Safety Tips
Bicycle

• Combine all administrative and 
 training procedures.
• Allow everyone in the City of Yelm 
 and the two fire districts to become 
 and/or vote for RFA board members.

For low cost helmets, call (360) 458-2799
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One of the greatest responsibilities we have as elected 
officials is to anticipate future issues and address them 
before they become a problem for our community. 

Obviously this is not an easy task. One of the issues that we 
have been trying to tackle is centered on our fire protection 
services. 
 For many years, Yelm, like many other cities, had a 
mostly volunteer fire department. This gracious group of 
volunteers served us well, but when new regulations were 
added requiring many hours of specified training, it made it 
very difficult for those who wanted to volunteer to remain 
qualified.
 The city currently has a contract with the local fire 
department to support fire protection here in the City of Yelm. 
However, there are a couple issues we are currently facing 
and many others that will become a greater expense and 
liability in the future if they are not addressed immediately. 
 As of today, no Yelm resident can vote for or run for a 
fire commissioner in our district. We cannot vote for any fire 
levies or bond issues and the cost for fire protection is rising 
and unpredictable. Having little or no say in a service that is 

so crucial and not being able to set and predate future costs is 
not acceptable. 
 The proposed solution is to form a regional fire protection 
authority. This will put everyone within the same governing 
body and bring equality between those residents inside and 
outside the city limits.
 Yelm residents will be taxed the same as county residents, 
but will now also be able to vote for fire commissioners 
and vote for levy lifts. At the same time, Yelm residents 
will be able to have a sustainable fire department that will 
serve their future needs. Right now residents pay city taxes 
and the city contracts with the local fire department. If the 
proposed regional fire authority passes, Yelm residents will 
pay the fire authority tax in their property taxes instead of 
paying for fire protection in their city taxes.  
 The city council and the Yelm Area Fire District have 
been working together for several years to bring this 
proposal to the voters. 
 If you have questions, take the time to get the answers 
so your important decision can be an informed one. 

Mayor’s

By Ron Harding, Mayor, City of Yelm

Message

Disclaimer:  The publication of S.E. Thurston Fire & EMS contains opinions, interpretations, assumptions and predictions of various authors. The management and WMS 
do not make warranties with respect to accuracy, reliability or completeness of the information in this publication. Its purpose is to enhance awareness of the fire district 
and disseminate information that is of vital concern to the public. Comments from the public are encouraged and should be sent to: Chief Rita Hutcheson • PO Box 777 • 
Yelm, WA 98597 • (360) 458-2799.




