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Chiefs’ Message
by Chiefs Hutcheson & King

Fire & Rescue is an informational up-
date for the residents and taxpayers 
of the Cities of Yelm, Rainier, and 

the surrounding unincorporated area. 
Emergency services are provided by S. 
E. Thurston Fire & EMS (SET), a part-
nership between Yelm Fire District, Fire 
District #4 (includes the City of Rainier), 
and the City of Yelm. The districts work 
together, sharing people, vehicles, train-
ing, funding, and other resources to pro-
vide quality, cost effective emergency 

response to the citizens of our commu-
nities. The following Mission Statement 
was approved by the Fire Commissioners 
and City Council members representing 
the citizens of the Yelm and Rainier area. 
Together we are committed to provide the 
best possible emergency services with the 
resources provided to us. The administra-
tive offices are located at 709 Mill Road in 
Yelm. If you have comments, questions, 
concerns, suggestions, please feel free to 
stop by or call us at 360-458-2799. Commissioners
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• Only natural vegetation grown on a legally permitted site may be burned. To 
obtain a free Residential Outdoor Burning permit, please call Fire Dist. 2 
(Yelm) at (360) 458-2799 or Fire Dist. 4 (Rainier) at (360) 446-2419. 

• Residential outdoor burning is permitted from October 16 through July 14. 
The only exceptions during this period are when restrictions are announced 
for fire safety or air quality reasons. Check your newspaper or radio for these 
announcements or call the pre-recorded Thurston County Residential Outdoor 
Burning phone line, (360) 786-5447. 

• For questions about fire safety, please call Fire Dist. 2 (Yelm) at (360) 458-2799, 
Fire Dist. 4 (Rainier) at (360) 446-2419 or CAPCOM at (360) 704-2740. 

• To file a complaint about nuisance outdoor burning, please call the Olympic 
Region Clean Air Agency at (360) 586-1044, www.orcaa.org.

• For further information, please visit our website at www.yelmfire.com or  
www.rainierfire.com, contact the Olympic Region Clean Air Agency at  
(360) 586-1044, www.orcaa.org,  or the Department of Natural Resources at 
(800) 527-3305 (use menu option 1-1-1).

Outdoor Burning

Mission Statement 

S.E. Thurston Fire & EMS will provide professional, caring volunteer and full time 
responders to all manner of emergencies. We will strive to effectively utilize all available 
resources as provided by our community. We will train our responders to safely meet 
increasing call volumes and to fulfill the public need for education and prevention. 
We will respond with compassion and integrity, with respect and support for citizens 

in their time of need.
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Bicycles are legally considered “vehicles” on Washington’s 
roadways. That means bicyclists must obey the rules of the 
road like drivers of any other vehicle and must be treated 

as equal users by all other vehicles.
 The best way to avoid accidents is to be prepared and be 
aware of other vehicles around you. Avoid common bicyclist 
errors and common motorist errors committed around bicy-
clists.
 Here are some safety tips for biking 
in Washington:
• Obey traffic signs and signals – 
 Bicycles must follow the rules of the 

road like other vehicles.
• Never ride against traffic – Motor-

ists aren’t looking for bicyclists rid-
ing on the wrong side of the road. 
State law and common sense require 
that bicyclists drive like other vehi-
cles.

• Follow lane markings – Don’t turn 
left from the right lane. Don’t go 
straight in a lane marked “right-turn 
only.”

• Don’t pass on the right – Motor-
ists may not look for or see a bicycle 
passing on the right.

• Scan the road behind you – Learn to look back over your 
shoulder without losing your balance or swerving. Some 
riders use rear-view mirrors.

• Keep both hands ready to brake – You may not stop in 
time if you brake one-handed. Allow extra distance for 
stopping in the rain, since breaks are less efficient when 
wet.

• Wear a helmet and never ride with headphones – Al-
ways wear a helmet. Never wear a headphone while riding 
a bike.

• Dress appropriately – In rain wear a  
 poncho or waterproof suit. Dress in layers  
 so you can adjust to temperature changes.  
 Wear bright colored clothing.
• Use hand signals – Hand signals tell  
 motorists and pedestrians what you intend  
 to do. Signal as a matter of law, of courtesy,  
 and of self-protection.
• Ride in the middle of the lane in slower  
 traffic – Get in the middle of the lane at busy  
 intersections and whenever you are moving  
 at the same speed as traffic.
• Choose the best way to turn left – There are  
 two choices: (1) Like an auto: signal to  
 move into the left turn lane and then turn  
 left. (2) Like a pedestrian: ride straight to the  
 far side crosswalk. Walk your bike across.

• Make eye contact with drivers – Assume that other driv-
ers don’t see you until you are sure that they do. Eye con-
tact is important with any driver which might pose a threat 
to your safety.

• Look out for road hazards – Watch out for parallel-slat 
sewer grates, gravel, ice, sand or debris. Cross railroad 
tracks at right angles.

• Use lights at night – The law requires a white headlight 
(visible from at least 500 feet ahead) and a rear reflector or 
taillight (visible up to 300 feet from behind).

• Keep your bike in good repair – Adjust your bike to fit 
you and keep it working properly. Check brakes and tires 
regularly. Routine maintenance is simple and you can learn 
to do it yourself. 

Bike Safety Tips
Reprinted with permission from the Washington State Dept. of Transportation

Disclaimer:  The publication of S.E. Thurston Fire & EMS contains opinions, interpretations, assumptions and predictions of various authors. The management 
and WMS do not make warranties with respect to accuracy, reliability or completeness of the information in this publication. Its purpose is to enhance awareness 
of the fire district and disseminate information that is of vital concern to the public. Comments from the public are encouraged and should be sent to: 
Chief Rita Hutcheson • PO Box 777 • Yelm, WA 98597 • (360) 458-2799.

For emergencies call 9-1-1



In March 1908, fire started in the hotel 
kept by Will Waddell, now of Raini-
er. The hotel was situated where the 

bakery now stands. Many will remem-
ber that this fire 
started when 
some clothes 
drying up-
stairs fell onto 
an over-heated 
stove pipe. It 
burned the ho-
tel, and spread 
west to Hettick’s 
store, hotel, and 
their water tank, 
which supplied the town. To the east, it 
leveled the saloon next door and halted 
only when the wagon shed, built for the 
convenience of people trading, was torn 
down to stop it.
 Some of these buildings where re-
built and a few others were added. In 
July of 1913, however, a second fire was 
started, this time by a small child playing 
with matches. It began in a bake shop 
run by the Masco family, which stood 
on the present site of the Patterson drug 
store. It rapidly spread eastward to the 
corner where Field Motors now stands, 
wiping out business houses and three 
dwellings.

 Again, the town was rebuilt, and 
again, a fire struck, this time on May 29, 
1924. This fire began in the Wilson Hotel 
and spread to take out almost the entire 

business part of 
town. Fire de-
partments came 
from nearby 
towns and 
fought valiantly 
but most of the 
buildings were 
of frame con-

struction and were soon consumed. Al-
though a grievous loss to the merchants, 
it proved, as fires often do, to be a bless-
ing in disguise. The town was rebuilt ac-
cording to the plans of recognized archi-
tects and city engineers.
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A Look at the Past
Courtesy of the Yelm History Project 

continued on page 4

Did You Know?
• The chance of survival from cardiac arrest diminishes 7-10% with every 

minute after collapse.

• After 10 minutes, a victim’s chance of survival drops to less than 5%.

• From January through March 2007, your firefighter/EMTs were not 
available 22% of the time to respond to an emergency call because 
they were already helping someone else.

• 80% of your 911 calls are emergency medical or accidents.

• 3 Firefighter/EMTs are on duty 24 hour/7day a week to provide 
emergency response to 30,000+ people within an 84 square mile 
area.

• State law requires a minimum of four firefighters on scene prior to engaging 
in any firefighting activity or high hazard event as defined by the National 
Fire Protection Association.

 Today, Yelm stands a model town of 
many fireproof buildings, paved streets 
and neon signs. In the spring, the entire 
length of the main street is abloom with 
Hawthorne trees – a sight made possible 
by the increase in equipment and man-
power to protect our community against 
fire.

Fire Departments
 In 1927 the town of Yelm selected 
Ed Brown as Fire Chief. With one soda 
acid fire extinguisher (which Ed and Ray 

Norton cleaned and put back 
into use), a few hydrants having 
2 ½ inch outlets and about 300 
feet of hose, a hose cart and 30-
gallon chemical coupled Stude-
baker truck, the town had a start 
on protecting against fire.
  Mayor Curry, who was 
very fire-minded, promoted 
a better fire fund. With more 
funds, the town was able to 

Give us a call at (360) 458-2799.  
If no one is available to take your 
call, please leave a message with 

your name and phone number. 
Otherwise, for emergencies, 

call 9-1-1. Thank you! 
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purchase a forestry pump and 1,000 feet 
of hose, in which the pump was mounted 
on the truck. This equipment gave better 
fire control, but still too many buildings 
burned. It was a hard task to find anyone 
willing to help take care of the fire equip-
ment after a fire. Often times, Merle and 
Neal Curry and Jim and Lee Hendricks 
were the only help the chief could count 
on. In 1945 the mayor was again instru-
mental in getting a used truck. With local 
help, proceeds from a dance and some 
special assistance from Dan Carrew, 
Dwight Shultz and others, the depart-
ment purchased a 500 gpm. pump and a 
550 gallon water tank and mounted them 

on the truck. This better equipment 
brought out more help, increased 
firefighter response time and allowed 
them to accomplish more after their 
arrival.

 Early in 1946 a trailer pumper and 
ladder, an extra pump with 600 ft. of 
2 ½ (two and one half) inch hose were 
acquired from the War Assets Adminis-
tration. That year a law was passed al-
lowing a town to be within a district to 
receive fire protection. Thurston County 
Fire District No. 2 was organized with 
William Mosman, Arthur Trimble and 
William Gifford as directors. The Fire 
Department, or Protection District as it 
is now called, has a 2-ton Dodge truck 
with a 500-gallon tank and a 500 gpm 
pump, Boston fire ladder and 16 trained 
volunteer firemen. 
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A Look at the Past
continued from page 3

Check out our website!

www.yelmfire.com
or

www.rainierfire.com
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